
(Spotlight comes up on an empty podium).  
 

NEWSREEL VOICEOVER:  
 

German U-Boats sink American ship hours after America cuts ties 
with the war mongering nation.  

 
February 22 Congress passes a $25 million arms-appropriation 

act.  
 

March 17 three more American vessels sunk by German submarine.  
 

Will President Wilson break his promise of neutrality? Or will 
the pacifist president send us head first into the conflict over 

there! 
 

( Lights fade. Footsteps are heard. Lights come up to reveal 
JEANNETTE RANKIN).  

 
JEANNETTE: 

  
April 2, 1917. A seemingly forgotten day in history. That 
morning I made my way to 1626 Rhode Island Avenue to the 
suffrage house where I made a brief statement before making my 
way to the United States Capitol where I took my place as the 
first woman elected to Congress.  

 
At eleven thirty in the morning I made my way up the capitol 
steps.  
 

(Lights up BELLE FLIGELMAN SL) 
 

BELLE: 
 

My name is Belle Fligelman and I worked as Miss Rankin’s 
secretary and am a dedicated suffragette. I remember that day as 
if it were yesterday. She entered wearing a dark blue dress, 
trimmed with lighter blue and white chiffon. ( Laughs) She made 
you wish you had bet with the man who had predicted she would 



come dressed as a cowgirl from  the ranch. ( beat)  The first 
woman in Congress. When her name was called there were 
cheers-cheers! And in that moment, everything we had hoped for, 
worked for, longed for seemed possible.  
 

JEANETTE:  
There was one question that lingered. Germans were attacking 
American ships. The conflict in Europe was growing. Americans 
were desperate for guidance for answers. At eight fifty that 
evening President Woodrow Wilson addressed Congress.  

 
 

PRESIDENT WILSON V.O:  
 

Gentlemen of the Congress: 
 
I have called the Congress into an extraordinary session because 
there are serious, very serious, choices of policy to be made, 
and made immediately, which it was neither right nor 
constitutionally permissible that I should assume the 
responsibility of making. 
 
When I addressed the Congress on the 26th of February last, I 
thought that it would suffice to assert our neutral rights with 
arms, our right to use the seas against unlawful interference, 
our right to keep our people safe against unlawful violence. But 
armed neutrality, it now appears, is impracticable. Because 
submarines are in effect outlaws when used as the German 
submarines have been used against merchant shipping, it is 
impossible to defend ships against their attacks as the law of 
nations has assumed that merchantmen would defend themselves 
against privateers or cruisers, visible craft giving chase upon 
the open sea. 
 
Just because we fight without rancour and without selfish 
object, seeking nothing for ourselves but what we shall wish to 
share with all free peoples, we shall, I feel confident, conduct 
our operations as belligerents without passion and ourselves 



observe with proud punctilio the principles of right and of fair 
play we profess to be fighting for. 
 
It is a distressing and oppressive duty, gentlemen of the 
Congress, which I have performed in thus addressing you. There 
are, it may be, many months of fiery trial and sacrifice ahead 
of us. It is a fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people 
into war, into the most terrible and disastrous of all wars, 
civilization itself seeming to be in the balance. But the right 
is more precious than peace, and we shall fight for the things 
which we have always carried nearest our hearts -- for 
democracy, for the right of those who submit to authority to 
have a voice in their own governments, for the rights and 
liberties of small nations, for a universal dominion of right by 
such a concert of free peoples as shall bring peace and safety 
to all nations and make the world itself at last free. To such a 
task we can dedicate our lives and our fortunes, everything that 
we are and everything that we have, with the pride of those who 
know that the day has come when America is privileged to spend 
her blood and her might for the principles that gave her birth 
and happiness and the peace which she has treasured. God helping 
her, she can do no other. 
 

JEANNETTE: 
And there it was. My first day in Congress and I was asked to 

make a vote for war.  
 

( Lights come up on the rest of the stage to reveal the office of 
Jeanette Rankin. Jeanette’s brother WELLINGTON paces back and 

forth).  
 

 WELLINGTON:  
 
Political suicide. A vote no would be political suicide.We have 
worked too hard to get to this point only for you to throw it 
away in your first term.  
 

JEANNETTE:  



And what of principles? This very president campaigned on the 
fact that he kept us out of the war. He has proposed neutrality 
and now what? No, unlike some I will not compromise my values 
for political gain.  
 

WELLINGTON:  
This is a man’s world, kid.  
 

JEANETTE:  
What does that mean?  

 
WELLINGTON:   

It means that no one will see your vote as a matter of 
conscience. They will see it as a woman who is too emotional to 

make decisions best left to men.  
 

JEANETTE:  
He asked for 500,000 men. And you know who wasn’t mentioned in 
his speech? The women and children those 500,000 men will leave 
behind. What of them? There the whole reason I am in Congress at 

all and if I vote yes- 
 

WELLINGTON:  
I know. (Beat) But if you vote no you are ruining any chances of 
re-election. I’m not asking you to give up the fight. Sometimes 

you have to lose a battle to win a war.  
 

( SFX-Knock on the Door).  
 

JEANNETTE:  
Who is it?  

  
BELLE:  

It’s Belle, Miss Rankin. 
 

JEANETTE:  
Come in.  

 
(Belle enters) 



 
 

 
BELLE:  

 Miss Rankin.  
 

JEANETTE:  
What is it?  

 
BELLE:  

As I was coming over here I saw something wonderful. My heart is 
so heavy with uncertainty that I couldn’t even enjoy the spring 
sunshine on my walk. However, there was a brief dimming of the 
sun that came and went so quickly I wasn’t even sure that it 

really happened. I looked up to see two doves circling the dome 
of the capitol. I couldn’t look away. They glided so elegantly 

around that golden orb and with such confidence. I was instantly 
filled with peace. Despite talk of war those doves still fly. 

 
JEANETTE:  

Though I appreciate the imagery, I must admit the meaning is 
lost.  

 
BELLE: 

Don’t you see? Like those doves you have become a symbol of 
peace. The Lady of Montana. 

 
( Lights fade on the office scene. Spotlight again on Jeanette as 

she makes her way to the podium ) 
 

JEANETTE: 
Congress reconvened on April 6, 1917 to make their vote.  

The Speaker of the House took roll call. At this time each 
member would state that they were present and give their vote. 
After what felt hours my name was called. Jeanette Rankin.  

  
 
 


